'M!Y HANSE EXPLO.RER - SCORESBY SUND & THE NORTHEAST GREENLAND NATIONAL PARK

= FAST - v =
GREENLAND

Aboard M/Y Hanse Explorer, 30 July - 13 August 2026. From
Akureyri across the Denmark Strait to the largest fjord system on
Earth: fifteen days through Ittoggortoormiit, the fjords of the
Northeast Greenland National Park and Scoresby Sund, with a
total eclipse of the sun on 12 August.
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Sund to stand beneath the total solar eclipse of 12 August.



THE THREE CHAPTERS

THE VOYAGE,
REGION BY REGION

30 JULY - 1 AUGUST - DAYS 1 - 3

ICELAND & THE CROSSING

AKUREYRI - DENMARK STRAIT — ITTOQQORTOORMIIT

The voyage begins in Akureyri, northern Iceland, with a day's crossing of the
Denmark Strait, roughly three hundred nautical miles of whale-rich water, to
landfall at lttoggortoormiit, the most isolated town in Greenland, at the mouth

of the largest fjord system on Earth.

2 -7 AUGUST - DAYS 4 - 9

THE NATIONAL PARK

KING OSCAR FJORD — ALPEFJORD — ELLA @ — KEJSER FRANZ JOSEPH FJORD
— YMER @

Six days inside the largest national park on Earth, an area bigger than most
countries with no permanent inhabitants: the spires of the Stauning Alps
above Alpefjord, the Sirius Patrol's island base at Ella @, the two-hundred-
kilometre sweep of Kejser Franz Joseph Fjord, the banded Devil's Castle and
the Bay of Flowers. Landings, Zodiac cruises and hikes as ice and weather

allow.

8 - 13 AUGUST - DAYS 10 - 15

SCORESBY SUND & THE
ECLIPSE

LIVERPOOL LAND —- BEAR ISLANDS - RODEFJORD — RYPEFJORD — SYDKAP —
CONSTABLE PYNT

South into Scoresby Sund itself for the final act: the Bear Islands' sculpted
ice, the red-sandstone walls of Redefjord, kayaking beneath the granite of
Rypefjord, and, on 12 August at Sydkap, a total eclipse of the sun over the
fjord. Disembark at Constable Pynt on 13 August.

8 - 13 AUG
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REGION 01 - ICELAND & THE CROSSING

AKUREYRI TO
ITTOQQORTOORMIIT

30 JUL - EMBARK - DAY 1

AKUREYRI

Guests fly to Akureyri, the largest town in northern
Iceland, set at the head of Eyjafjordur beneath a rim of
flat-topped mountains. Hanse Explorer lies alongside;
once everyone is aboard and settled, she slips down the
fjord toward the sea. The evening run along Eyjafjordur is
a gentle start: farmland and fishing villages on either
shore, and the long subarctic light lasting deep into the

evening.

THE DENMARK STRAIT

A full day at sea, crossing the Denmark Strait toward
Greenland, roughly three hundred nautical miles of open
water. The route crosses the Arctic Circle at Grimsey's
latitude and then carries no land at all until Greenland.
The crossing can produce significant swell; once inside
Scoresby Sund the waters are typically calm. These
offshore waters are summer feeding grounds for whales,
so time on deck is rewarded: fulmars trail the ship, blows
can appear anywhere on the horizon, and the first drifting

ice arrives as the Greenland coast rises ahead.
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ITTOQQORTOORMIIT

Landfall in Greenland at Ittoggortoormiit, the most
isolated town in the country: around 350 people on a
rocky headland at the mouth of Scoresby Sund, with the
world's largest national park to the north and the world's
largest fjord system at its door. The town was founded in
1925, when Ejnar Mikkelsen landed some eighty settlers
from Tasiilag, and marked its centenary in 2025; its name
means 'the place with the big houses' in East Greenlandic.
Ashore are colourful houses, sled dogs staked out on the
slopes, a small museum and a post office. Polar bears
occur near town, so shore parties follow the expedition

team's lead.

REGION 02 - THE NORTHEAST GREENLAND NATIONAL PARK

THE FJORDS OF
THE NATIONAL PARK

2 AUG - DAY 4

NYHAVN - KING OSCAR FJORD

Overnight the ship runs north along the outer coast and
turns into King Oscar Fjord, crossing into the Northeast
Greenland National Park. The afternoon call is Nyhavn, the
old ore harbour on the fjord's southern shore: from 1956
to 1963, lead and zinc from the Blyklippen mine were
trucked ten kilometres down from Mestersvig and shipped
out from here, and the airstrip at Mestersvig still supports
Danish operations in the park. It is a first taste of the
park's scale: striped mountain walls, enormous water, and

musk oxen on the tundra benches above the shore.

SEGELSALLSKAPET FJORD &
ALPEFJORD

Deeper into the park, the ship turns into Segelsallskapet
Fjord, named in 1899 by the Swedish explorer A.G.
Nathorst for the Royal Swedish Yacht Club as he searched
for the lost Andrée balloon expedition. The banded
slopes of the Berzelius mountains rise straight from the
water. At its head the fjord narrows into Alpefjord, aptly
named: the spire peaks of the Stauning Alps stand over

the water, with glaciers descending between them nearly

to the shore. Zodiac cruising and shore walks as ice and

ELLA @ & KAP HEDLUND

Ella @ sits in the mouth of King Oscar Fjord, and its small
station is the summer base and logistics point for the
Sirius Patrol, the Danish dog-sled patrol that asserts
sovereignty across the national park. Patrol members
serve twenty-six months, and their winter journeys run
two to four months at a stretch across the far north.
Schedules permitting, there may be a chance to see the
station; either way the island offers proper hiking under
big rock walls. The afternoon continues to Kap Hedlund

for a landing on the cape's shoreline.

conditions allow; Arctic hares and ptarmigan are regulars

here, and musk oxen graze the valley mouths.

5 AUG - DAY 7
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KJERULF FJORD & NORDENSKIOLD
GLETSCHER

TEUFELSSCHLOSS -
BLOMSTERBUGTEN -
MOSKUSOKSEFJORD

A three-part day in the heart of the fjord country. The

YMER @ - NOA DAL & KAP
WIJKANDER

Kejser Franz Joseph Fjord is one of Greenland's great Ymer @ stands at the entrance of Kejser Franz Joseph

fjord systems, running more than two hundred kilometres Fjord, cut nearly in two by the deep slash of Dusén Fjord.

morning is spent beneath Teufelsschloss, the Devil's

from the inland ice to the Greenland Sea; it was first The morning landing is in Noa Dal, a broad tundra valley

Castle, a flat-topped mountain of banded, multicoloured

surveyed by the Second German North Polar Expedition made for walking. In the afternoon the ship rounds to Kap

of 1869 to 1870. The morning is spent in Kjerulf Fjord, an rock named by the 1869-70 German expedition, with a Wijkander, the headland on the southern side of Dusén

walk into Benjamins Dal below it. The afternoon crosses

inner branch walled in rock, where the green valley of Fjord, for a final landing in the national park. From here

to Blomsterbugten, the Bay of Flowers, named in 1929 for

Paradisdalen opens at its head. In the afternoon the ship the course leaves the great fjords and follows the outer

its botanical abundance during Lauge Koch's expedition:

continues to the head of the main fjord, where the coast overnight toward Liverpool Land.

Nordenski6ld Gletscher calves into the sea a few a walk leads inland to the lake of Noa S@, where great

kilometres west of Kjerulf's mouth. northern divers nest, and Arctic hares and musk oxen are
often seen; the 1929 hunting hut at the bay is still used by
the Sirius Patrol. Late in the evening the ship noses into
Moskusoksefjord, the musk-ox fjord, a long, narrow inlet
rich enough in birdlife to be listed as an Important Bird

Area.

REGION 03 - SCORESBY SUND & THE ECLIPSE

SCORESBY SUND
& ECLIPSE DAY

8 AUG - DAY 10

LILLEFJORD & RAFFLES @

South along the coast of Liverpool Land, back toward the
mouth of Scoresby Sund. The morning is spent around
Lillefjord and Watkins Bay on the peninsula's southeastern
shore, smaller-scale country after the giant fjords of the
park. In the afternoon the ship crosses to Raffles @, a
steep, uninhabited island rising to 550 metres just off the
coast, sighted and named by William Scoresby Jr. in 1822

during the first charting of this coastline.

11 AUG - DAY 13

RYPEFJORD & EIELSON GLETSCHER

Rypefjord is a classic inner-Scoresby fjord: sheer granite
walls, immense sculpted icebergs, and glassy water made
for kayaking. At its head the Eielson Gletscher descends
from the ice above, one of the sources of the bergs that
stream out into Hall Bredning. Zodiacs work the ice edge
for seals hauled out on the floes; Arctic terns dart
overhead, and the inner fjords are among the places

where a narwhal sighting is genuinely possible.

THE BEAR ISLANDS

Into Scoresby Sund proper, and to the Bear Islands, a
rugged and rarely visited archipelago in Hall Bredning off
the mouth of @fjord. The low rocky islets and the sounds
between them hold some of the most concentrated
scenery of the voyage: sculpted icebergs grounding in
the shallows, Arctic foxes on the tundra, and guillemots
and glaucous gulls on the cliffs. Zodiac cruising threads
the channels; ashore, the tundra is a carpet of dwarf

willow, Arctic cotton grass and reindeer moss.

12 AUG - ECLIPSE DAY - DAY 14

SYDKAP - THE TOTAL ECLIPSE

The morning is spent at Sydkap on the north shore of Hall
Bredning, near the mouth of Nordvestfjord, whose
glaciers feed many of the giant icebergs stranded across
this basin. Ashore are the remains of a former trading
post and older Thule-culture winter houses, with Arctic
hares on the slopes and long views over the water. Then,
in the late afternoon, the reason this date is circled: a
total eclipse of the sun. Scoresby Sund lies on the
centreline of the 12 August track, with totality of a little
over two minutes and the eclipsed sun standing about
twenty-five degrees above the horizon, over a fjord of
icebergs with no crowds and no artificial light anywhere.
The Captain and Expedition Leader will position the ship

on the day's forecast for the clearest possible sky.

RODEPYNT - RODEFJORD

An afternoon at Redepynt in Redefjord, where the
geology turns red. This is the red-sandstone country
around Rede @, one of the most visually arresting
landscapes in Greenland: rust-coloured walls and screes
that once formed part of a prehistoric desert, now set
against blue ice drifting down the fjord. Icebergs ground
in the shallows on their way south, and musk oxen graze

the valleys behind the shore.

13 AUG - DISEMBARK - DAY 15

CONSTABLE PYNT

The expedition ends at Constable Pynt, the small airport
of Nerlerit Inaat, about forty kilometres northwest of
lttoggortoormiit and the air gateway to East Greenland.
After breakfast, guests disembark and board the charter
flight back across the Denmark Strait toward home,
ending a rare and powerful encounter with nature at its

most elemental.



YOUR VESSEL

M/7Y HANSE EXPLORER

HANSE ExPLORER P

il " £ 8 Hanse Explorer is a true expedition yacht in every sense: ice-classed, built to handle the

most challenging waters, and under exclusive EYOS management. At 47.76 metres she
carries just twelve guests in seven staterooms, with a crew of fifteen, and a 2020/2021 refit

renewed her interior and exterior spaces from the saltwater Jacuzzi and sauna to the gym.

She carries two Mark-IV Zodiacs for landings and ice work, sea kayaks and stand-up
paddleboards with semi-dry suits for cold-water use, and a dedicated dive tender. Nimble
and stout, she has repeatedly proven herself for those seeking an immersive, intimate

adventure in the planet's most remote regions, from the high Arctic to Antarctica.
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YOUR EXPEDITION LEADER

RICHARD WHITE

EXPEDITION LEADER & NATURALIST

Richard trained as a biological scientist in the UK and began his career researching the impact of oil and gas
exploration on seabird populations, work that had him living for years on small, isolated islands including
Ascension, the Falklands and the Seychelles. His primary areas of expertise are ornithology and marine biology,

and he is regarded within EYOS as one of the most experienced birders in the world.

His expedition record spans Svalbard, the Canadian Arctic and Northwest Passage, the Russian Arctic, the
Antarctic Peninsula and Ross Sea, South Georgia, the Falklands, the Atlantic islands from the Azores to Tristan da
Cunha, Alaska, the Amazon and the South Pacific. He knows this vessel well, too: he spent a full season aboard

Hanse Explorer in coastal Norway and Svalbard, writing the field dispatches that became an EYOS series.

As a skilled presenter, Richard delivers custom wildlife lectures and leads field outings with an emphasis on

safety and education. In his own words, the main element of an expedition is "a sense of surprise".



TOP

[ ] Thermal underwear (top)

[ ] Lightweight fleece / therhal top

[ ] Heavy fleece top / sweater / parka liner

[ ] Parka / waterproof shell
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BOTTOM

Thermal underwear (bottoms)

Comfortable trousers (if insulated, you may not need thermals) ¥
Waterproof trousers

Thick warm socks

Muck boots (knee-high rubber) for wet zodiac landings, with sturdy high-traction
soles

Waterproof hiking boots for longer hikes ashore

EXPEDITION CLOTHING

C] Warm hat, neck gaiter or buff, and a sun cap
% I.ns-ulated Qloves plus thin liner gloves

@ Comfort”aﬁlue Is;ft .s.hdes.fo‘r abéard.

[ ] Sunglasses (pc-)larlised, UV400) for ice glare

(] High-SPF sun protection and SPF lip balm

EQUIPMENT & PERSONAL

DOCUMENTS & LOGISTICS

(] Camera, lenses, memory cards, cleaning kit

(] Passport (valid 6+ months beyond return, with blank
pages)

Extra camera batteries cold drains lithium fast Wl s PO Sk & U8 L TP

[ ] Travel insurance (recommended), ideally with polar

[ ] A good pair of binoculars: essential for distant wildlife emergency evacuation cover
and birds, and you will use them a lot, so invest in a
quality pair. A magnification of 10 or 12 is about as [ ] This guide, downloaded offline on your phone
much as most people can hold steady by hand; 8x42 or
10x42 are popular, well-balanced choices. Image- (] Prescriptions in original packaging doctor’s note if
stabilised models are excellent. controlled
Waterproof dry bag (10-20L) for zodiac landings [ ] A small amount of Danish kroner (DKK) for purchases
ashore
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Small daypack for hikes (20-25L)

Trekking poles useful on tundra and rock

Personal medications: full trip supply plus extras in

carry-on

Seasickness medication the Denmark Strait crossing

can produce significant swell

Solar eclipse glasses (ISO 12312-2) for the partial
phases on 12 August only totality itself is safe to view

unaided
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FOR THE VOYAGE

RECOMMENDED READING
AND VIEWING

GRETEL EHRLICH

AN AFRICAN

Greenland’s story.

This Cold Heaven

GRETEL EHRLICH

Seven seasons in Greenland. The best
single book for understanding the land,

the ice, and the Inuit communities of the

coast.

FIND THE BOOK —

An African in Greenland

TETE-MICHEL KPOMASSIE

A teenager from Togo reads a book about
Greenland and spends years working his
way north. A warm, beloved Arctic

travelogue.

FIND THE BOOK —

RECOMMENDED VIEWING

Chasing Ice

JAMES BALOG

The Extreme Ice Survey documentary.
Time-lapse footage of Greenland's

glaciers in retreat.

WHERE TO WATCH —

THE ICE AT THE
END OF THE WORLD

FROZEN

PLANET II
K .

A short shelf for the days at sea: the classics of the far north first, then the books that carry you into

The Ice at the End of the World

JON GERTNER

The story of the Greenland Ice Sheet, from
Nansen's first crossing to the satellite era.

Read it before you see the ice for yourself.

FIND THE BOOK —

The Greenlanders

JANE SMILEY

A sweeping novel of the Norse colonies
that farmed South Greenland’s fjords for
five centuries before vanishing from the

record.

FIND THE BOOK —

Frozen Planet Il

BBC - DAVID ATTENBOROUGH

The Arctic episodes cover the wildlife and
ice of the far north. Watch "Frozen Lands"

and "Frozen Ocean".

WHERE TO WATCH —

PECTNCUL
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Arctic Dreams

BARRY LOPEZ

The definitive literary account of the far
north and a National Book Award winner.

Still the place to start.

FIND THE BOOK —

Smilla's Sense of Snow

PETER HOEG

A thriller that turns on Smilla's half-
Greenlandic, inherited feel for ice and
snow: the most famous novel to come out
of Greenland, and a sharp read on the

country's ties to Denmark.

FIND THE BOOK —

Village at the End of the World

SARAH GAVRON

An intimate portrait of life in a remote
Greenlandic village of fifty-nine people.

The human side of this coast.

WHERE TO WATCH —



ON

Tips for shooting on a phone. )
A

® Tap to set focus, then nudge exposure down a touch: bright snow and ice fool auto-
exposure and leave shots grey and flat. comes ou

Turn on the grid and keep the horizon level; on open water a tilted horizon is the giveaway Cold drains phone batteries fast, ¢
of a rushed shot. bank ashore.

Use burst mode for wildlife and breaching whales: hold the shutter, pick the best frame later. In the long Arctic light, shoot toward the low sun and lock expo= _No

the sky for richer colour.

THE ECLIPSE

Totality on 12 August runs a little over two minutes. Decide the shot before it starts.

Fit a certified solar filter to any lens pointed at the sun during the partial phases; remove it Lock focus on the sun’s limb or at infinity before totality begins; autofocus hunts in the
only for totality, then refit it as the sun returns. sudden dark.

Never look at the partial phases through an optical viewfinder without a filter; compose on Bracket exposures through totality; the corona’s brightness range defeats any meter.
the screen instead.
Spend at least a few of the seconds watching rather than shooting.
Choose in advance between a long-lens sun sequence and a wide frame that holds the
eclipsed sun over the fjord; two minutes is not enough for both.
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to advance authorisation and environmental conditions.



